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WIND IS FREE AND NON-POLLUTING! Wind is renewable and
sustainable! Wind belongs to everyone! We are indeed fortunate to live in
one of the areas of Wisconsin that has a reliable wind resource that is pre-
dictable and constant. Any utilization we can make of this natural force of
nature is to our advantage now, and into the future, to meet the needs of
everyone without creating more of the undesirable impacts of coal genera-
tion and the unknowns of nuclear power.

Not many years ago there was a con-
certed effort by Wisconsin Public Service
Corporation to build a coal-fired generat-
ing plant on their Sturgeon Bay canal
property.  This was a serious effort to
locate a facility in an area of reasonably
clean air, which would have been benefi-
cial financially for the company.

This was followed by exploration by
the local Sturgeon Bay Utilities to also use
the same property for their coal-fired
generation plans. Fortunately, for the
residents of Door County both of these efforts fell short of being lucrative
enough for justification of the expense involved.

Utility companies recognize the amount of loss that is created by trans-
porting electricity over long distances: up to10% loss is a common figure
given. It is wasteful and economically unsound to operate with such a loss
and that same loss is passed on to the ratepayers. The corporation or plant
owners do not absorb that loss.

In addition there is the constant policing of emissions that must be
controlled under provisions of the Clean Air Act. Our past experiences in
DCEC with cooperative litigation to force compliance, confirm the reluc-
tance on the part of generating plant owners to abide by the strict guidelines
put in place to protect air quality. It’s all about making money for the stock-

DCEC Supports & Promotes
Wind Energy

published by:
the door county environmental council, inc.
p.o. box 114, fish creek, wi 54212
www.dcec-wi.org
phone 920-743-6003
fax 920-743-6727
email: info@dcec-wi.org

DCEC Incorporated in 1971 under the laws of Wisconsin as a nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation

Page 1
• Take a strong stand on
WIND in Door County.
Contact your county board
representative today!

Page 2
• Your septic system hates salt
water. Are you softening
your water?

Page 3
• Does development always
mean lower taxes? Read the
primer on what a recent Cost
of Community Services
Study showed us.

• The fight is on again for the
Hines Emeral Dragonfly’s
protected habitat.

Page 4
• The first of two updates on
Kurt Ellison, DCEC scholar-
ship recipient and his
adventures on the high seas
with Capt. Paul Watson of
Sea Shepherd fame.

Page 5
• DCEC President Eileen
Andera shares some ideas on
using environmentally
friendly, old-fashioned
cleaning ideas for your
household.

• Wastewater demonstration
projects debut at Crossroads
at BigCreek

In This Issue

Please see “WIND”—page two



DCEC Newsletter—WINTER–2007 Page 2

Studies have shown that water-softener brine
regeneration wastes not only harm the natural decom-
position processes occurring in a wastewater treatment
system, they can also cause the septic tank itself to
discharge a greater concentration of solids, grease, and
oil into the dispersal field.

Since the purpose of the tank is to separate the
solids and fats, oil and grease from the liquid, discharg-
ing mostly dissolved organic matter and nutrients, any
discharge of solids, fats, oil and grease will have a
disastrous effect on the drainage field. The discharge of
solids into the drainage field will cause the absorption
soils to plug resulting in an expensive drain field
replacement or repair.

Experiments with septic tanks have shown that a
high concentration of salt introduced by slugs of
backwash brine will cause salt stratification in the tank.
The result is that the salt water dives to the bottom of
the tank occupying space that is designed for the
settling of heavier solids.

The heavier salt water can actually lift the sludge
from the bottom of the tank, displacing it and washing
it into the filter or solid dispersal field if no filter is

holders.
In reality, wind generation is the only method of

generating electricity on a large scale for use in Door
County that is sustainable and provides the supple-
mental power that is needed with minimal loss from
transmission. We also realize there are some impacts
from wind generating facilities. Careful siting can,
and will, eliminate many of the concerns residents
presently have. The proposed County Wind Ordi-
nance will address all of these concerns with careful
planning requirements that include distance regula-
tions and setbacks that are reasonable.

We also know that creating a permanent income
for farm owners and those with vacant land will help
keep those lands in private ownership and out of the
domain of land developers. This is essential to
continue family ownership of rural properties and
vital to maintain the rural character of our County,
much of which has already been sacrificed to devel-
opment and landscape intrusion of open spaces.

Fortunately, Wisconsin has finally joined the
number of states that have set goals for energy

WIND  (cont. from page ONE)

SepticSystems Hate Water Softener Salt
present. Field observation of tanks with brine dis-
charge shows that these tanks have not developed
distinct layers of sludge, scum and a clear zone, a
prerequisite for proper operation.

It is not necessary to discharge regenerate salt
water to the wastewater stream. Some regulatory
authorities classify the brine as salt-laden water, free
of contaminants and able to be dispersed directly to a
sump or infiltration chamber in a manner similar to
roof runoff. In most cases, regeneration brine began
as well water (groundwater) and is still considered
groundwater with a heavy addition of sodium chlo-
ride (table salt). A simple by-pass, which conveys
water softener brine discharge directly to the drain-
age field avoiding the septic tank, is permitted in
many jurisdictions.

Check with your plumbing contractor and the
county Sanitarian’s Office for information on the
possibility of diverting your water softener dis-
charge. Remember, here in Door County special
considerations for groundwater protection are needed
and mandated for our benefit. Consult with the
proper agency and follow their recommendations.

production from renewable sources by legislating
standards for renewable energy and conservation.
Conservation measures are essential, and local
generation is a significant factor in stopping the
waste of energy in both domestic uses and in
transmission losses. Making the transition to less
dependence on non-renewable fuel and energy
sources will be a huge boost to the economy of
Wisconsin and our county.

DCEC is proud to have had a small part in the
formation of the Community Wind Energy group.
And we are also fortunate that these dedicated
people have taken up the task of promoting locally-
owned wind generation to the end of ensuring that
we all can utilize locally produced, sustainable
energy.

We urge you to contact your County Board
Supervisor and the members of the Resource
Planning Committee with your support to ensure
that these plans can go forward for the benefit of
generations to come. Think about it and act!



“A community’s land use is inextricably linked to its way
of life. Door County, Wisconsin is known throughout the
Midwest for its extraordinary landscape—from its vast
xrugged lakeshores and dense forests to its acres of
cherry and apple trees and large expanses of agricul-
tural land to its quaint down towns. Land use determines
a particular way of life, and it also affects
the community in very specific ways. Of
particular concern to community residents
and local policy makers is the effect of that
land use on the fiscal balance sheet of the
community and on their own bottom
line.”—Mary Edwards, Author of “Cost of
Community Services in the Towns of
Gibraltar and Nasewaupee”

Increasingly, communities struggle with
land use issues. Town and county officials
are charged with the task of providing
services and generating enough revenue to
pay for them. Different land uses demand
different types and amounts of community
services and bring in varying amounts of
income, through taxes, to pay for them.
Cost of Community Services Study

In an attempt to provide community
leaders and policy makers with data on how
land use decisions affect the bottom line of
our communities and tax payers, the Door
County Environmental Council and the Door
County Land Trust commissioned Mary
Edwards (Ph.D. in Urban and Regional
Planning—UW-Madison and current assistant professor with
the Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign) to undertake a
Cost of Community Services (COCS) study for Door
County. COCS studies are quickly gaining popularity around

the country as they help communities assess how different
types of land use (residential, commercial, manufacturing
and open space/agricultural) affect their fiscal balance sheets.
These studies compare a community’s annual revenue with
its annual expenses for services and determine the relation-
ship between the two for each category of land use.

For Door County’s COCS study, revenue
and expense data were collected from two
towns, Nasewaupee and Gibraltar. These
townships were selected because they repre-
sent two different types of communities in
Door County. Nasewaupee is a predominately
agricultural community. Gibraltar, on the other
hand, is predominately residential and com-
mercial. For both townships, the results of the
study echoed the results of over 80 studies
done in Wisconsin and across the nation and
are easily summarized: farm lands, forests,
wetlands and other open spaces provide more
revenue to a community than they require in
expenditures, resulting in a net fiscal benefit
to that community. On the other hand, residen-
tial development almost always costs more to
a community in services than it brings in
taxes.

For every tax dollar collected from farms,
forests, and preserves, in Nasewaupee and
Gibraltar townships, the towns spent an
average of $ .22 providing services. However,
for every dollar of revenue raised from the
residential sector, the towns spent an average
of$1.06 on community services. Thus,

revenue from undeveloped lands actually subsidizes our
taxes and helps keep property taxes down.
A Common Myth

There is a common myth that development, by increas-
ing the tax base, lowers taxes. It is assumed, conversely, that

Balancing Today’s Development and Tomorrow’s Taxes
How Door County’s Open Lands Help Balance Town Budgets and Lower Property Taxes

Download the FAQs at
www.dcec-wi.org
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More Litigation for  Hines Emerald Dragonfly  Protection
The recent release by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife

Service of designated critical habitat
areas for the protected Hines Emerald
Dragonfly  (HED) has some serious
shortcomings. A major portion of known
HED habitat has been deemed insignifi-
cant and excluded from the planned
protected areas. Nearly 13,000 acres in
the Hiawatha National Forest in Michi-
gan have been deleted from the original
plans.

The Natural Resources Defense Council and the

Center For Biological Diversity are both planning
on challenging this exclusion along with
other issues.  DCEC has signed on in
support of the proposed litigation. A 60-
day notice of intent will be filed in early
November, and litigation is planned for
early 2008.

For years , this has been an ongoing
battle to ensure that critical lands will
continue to be properly designated for

complete protection of the dragonfly, and the pros-
pect for continuation is evident.  ~ JMV

The Hines Emerald Dragonfly



DCEC Scholarship Reciptient Goes to Sea
An Update on Kurt Ellison
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DCEC scholarship recipient and 2004 UW-Madison
graduate Kurt Ellison has taken to the high seas! We last
reported that Kurt Ellison, son of Bob and Maryellen
Ellison, Forestville, was on his way to join the crew of the
good ship Farley Mowat of the Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society for a one-year volunteer tour of duty helping to
monitor and limit the slaughter by clubbing of harp seal
pups in Newfoundland.

Kurt has completed that tour and is now serving as 3RD

mate on the state of Wisconsin’s environmental education
flagship: the tall ship Sullivan. This is the first of two
stories about Kurt’s adventures at sea since he graduated.

KURT ELLISON WAS OVERJOYED to have been selected
to work on the crew of the Farley Mowat. This was the vessel
captained by Paul Watson, a man famous for over 25 years in
endangered-species protection circles, for placing his vessel
(the original Sea Shepherd) in between illegal whalers and the
whales they were hunting. To Kurt, this was a man who
walked his talk. It took courage to do what Watson was doing
as the illegal hunters used explosive, cannon-fired harpoons
that could be as lethal to men as they were to the whales.

While in college, Ellison was involved in a number of social
justice and environmental movements. There, he realized that
“direct action does get the goods, and if you want to question
the mass society in which we all exist, it’s the only way to
even start to stop exploitation in its tracks.”

An at-sea tour using direct action to protect harp seal pups
seemed to Kurt to be an ideal way to spend a little time off
before going on to graduate school. So, September of 2004
found Kurt in Trinidad, aboard the Farley Mowat, where
training missions in Caracao and the Bahamas were held to get
them ready for the long journey north to the harp seal birthing
grounds in Newfoundland.

As a deck hand, Kurt’s responsibilities, as he describes, were
“first, the ship’s safety— by keeping the vessel safe and
running, and helping wherever I could on deck… and then
assisting with documentation once the vessel made base camp
off the ice floes in the north.”

Was Captain Watson what he expected? “No,” said Kurt,
“He handled things a lot more democratically than I was
expecting. While he maintained a firm grip on command,
everyone on the crew had input and influence in many, many
decisions.”

The Farley Mowat made the journey north hugging the East
Coast of the US, up to the seas off Labrador, where ice
punched a hole in their hull. Fortunately, they were able to
make port without incident for repairs, and still make it to the
mouth of the St. Lawrence River in time for their mission.

When finally and firmly anchored to the edge of the ice
pack, they began. Kurt stresses that their mission was a
peaceful one. “We followed a policy of non-violent confronta-
tion,” he said, “We would monitor the hunt from zodiac boats,
and then run out onto the ice using video cameras and distrac-
tions to slow down the hunters as much as possible.”

Ellison was
disappointed that his
position as deck
hand required he be
one of the sailors to
“hold down the fort”
of the ship while
more experienced
activists were on the
ice. But he had at
least two occasions
on the ice himself
confronting hunters.
Although, being left behind on ship during one encounter with
the hunters may have been a blessing for Kurt.

During this encounter, the hunters started throwing punches
at the activists, even though they knew video cameras were
recording the event. “The fisheries police were called in and
guess who they arrested?” said Kurt, “Our crew!” The crew
was arrested and charged with interfering with the hunt in
violation of the Seal Protection Act of Canada! (The Canadian
courts later threw out the charges as completely unfounded.)

What impact did these experiences have on Kurt? “In the
late 1800’s, there used to be 50 to 60 million harp seals on
these ice floes. Now the seal population is down to only 2
million,” remarked Kurt. “This has been a disaster for this
species.

“While there was a reprieve during the 1980’s when wearing
seal fur became highly unfashionable, the 1990’s saw a
rebound in the wearing of the fur, especially in Eastern Europe
and Asia,” he continued.

Canadian law, pushed through by Canadian endangered-
species activists, helps a little by limiting the “harvest” to only
10,000 pups. Canadian commercial fishing advocates helped
to push this enacted number up by claiming the seals were
hurting the cod population in area waters. No mention was
made of the effect that years of over-fishing these waters had
also had.

Does Kurt think the seals will survive? “Their best protec-
tion hasn’t come from activists, it comes from foul weather: in
the form of high winds that stop the hunters from going out.”

It may also be the weather, in the form of global warming,
that becomes the worst enemy of the seal. “Last year, there
wasn’t even a hunt… there was not enough ice… almost all of
the baby seals drowned,” said Kurt sadly.

At the completion of the hunt, Kurt disembarked the Farley
Mowat at St. Pierre and boarded a small plane for the long
journey back home to Wisconsin. Would he do it again? There
is no hesitation from Kurt Ellison: He plans to volunteer again
as soon as he is financially able.

DCEC is proud to have helped start Kurt along his journey.
For Kurt the feeling is mutual. Even though he had received
several larger scholarships, he said: “the one from DCEC
meant the most to me because it came from fellow environ-
mentalists.”

Kurt Ellison
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• doing your part • making a difference •  doing your part • making a difference • doing your part •

doing your part • making a difference •  doing your part • making a difference • doing your part

ONE OF THE WAYS THAT WE can help the
environment is to use fewer chemicals in our lives.
We have to be careful of how chemicals interact with
humans, animals and the environment. These days
there are a lot of green cleaning
alternatives available at many stores,
but there are also the old fashioned
ways to clean things that also can
save lots of money. Somehow our
parents and grandparents kept things
pretty clean without a cabinet full of
toxic chemicals. Here are some
ideas:

Hard-water stains—make a paste
of baking soda and toothpaste
and scrub with an old tooth-
brush, rinse.

Mineral deposits in teapot—
simmer one cup of white
vinegar and four tablespoons
baking soda for 30 minutes, rinse.

Fiberglass tubs—soak a sponge or rag in vin-
egar, then scrub with baking soda, rinse.

Copper cleaner—rub with lemon juice and salt,
rinse.

Pet odor remover—dab with cider vinegar.

What You Can Do for Our Earth
Stainless steel polish—rub with mineral oil.
Grease spots on garage floor—cover with baking

soda, let sit, sweep up. May need to repeat if
stubborn.

Furniture polish—mix two parts
olive oil with one part lemon
juice. Use a few drops on a soft
cloth to wipe wooden furniture.
Buff with dry cloth to remove
excess oil. Store and label polish
in glass jar.
Perspiration or deodorant
stains—Spray full-strength white
vinegar on collar or underarm
areas before washing in machine.
Tomato stains in plastic contain-
ers—rub with damp baking soda,
or, fill the container with water
and drop in two foaming den-
ture-cleaner tablets for 20

minutes and rinse.
These are just ten out of a hundred ideas to use

less toxic substitutes instead of all those chemicals.
Thanks to DCEC member Jean S. for her suggesting
this topic and for all her good notes.

Eileen Andera DCEC PresidentEileen Andera DCEC PresidentEileen Andera DCEC PresidentEileen Andera DCEC PresidentEileen Andera DCEC President

When Life Hands You Lemons,
...Clean!

Wastewater Demonstration Project at Crossroads
A wastewater demonstration project was planned years

before local water pollution and beach closings became
headline news. Environmentalists and those in public
agencies, health, real estate and wastewater treatment
industries have long known a water quality problem exists.
The Crossroads at Big Creek became the logical location for
research and study of the alternative methods of wastewater
management to explore new concepts for dealing with the
problem proper wastewater disposal in our County.

By way of review, when the Collins Learning Center was
built at Crossroads, Baudhuin Incorporated of Sturgeon Bay
did the engineering and installed a conventional mound
system for wastewater.  Actually, the system is not conven-
tional because it includes a shunt system which can divert
wastewater in any of nine different directions. The intention
was to use the location as a demonstration/testing site for
alternative methods of wastewater treatment.  Effluent from
the learning center will pass through one of the alternative
systems and samples will be collected and tested. Following

the experimental treatment, the wastewater then passes
through the conventional mound system. This summer
four alternative systems were installed in addition to the
artificial wetland which has been functioning for several
years.

Funding for the project has come from the Door County
Homebuilders, Wisconsin Onsite Wastewater Recycling
Association (WOWRA), Sturgeon Bay Optimist Club, and
Wisconsin Homebuilders Association.  First Supply of Eau
Clair provided pumps, control panels, piping valves and
filters.

September 15th was Waterfest Day at Crossroads at Big
Creek, and among the events of that celebration of water
quality, representatives of Baudhuin, Inc. were present to
dedicate the Septic System Demonstration Project Garden.

Perhaps even more exciting was that in September
WOWRA used the Collins Learning Center for a training
program for septic system inspectors from around the

Please see “CROSSROADS”—page six
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visit the DCEC’s website at:

www.dcec-wi.org
(New Zimmerman Maps Soon!)

COCS (cont. from page three)

lands left undeveloped either as farmland, forests or conserva-
tion areas are not contributing to the fiscal health of our commu-
nities. As it turns out, neither is true.

With residential development, citizens and community
officials often believe they’ll see a boost to the local tax base
and, in fact, they usually do. At first glance, residential develop-
ment can look very lucrative. However, there’s another piece to
the puzzle that is often ignored. As COCS studies across the
country are now showing, development typically results in
raised taxes because it requires more in community services
than it generates in income.

On the whole, development is very demanding of public
services. It requires new roads or more repairs to roads due to
increased traffic, new water lines, sewers, police patrol, garbage
collection, snow plowing services, maintenance of parks,
cemeteries and municipal facilities and fire and rescue services.
Open land, on the other hand, demands very little in services.
Open Spaces Protect our Environment and our Economy
In addition to providing net revenue to a community, farmlands,
forests, wetlands and other open spaces protect the quality of
our air and water—valuable resources that are expensive to
clean once they are polluted. Door County is a narrow peninsula
of bedrock and limestone surrounded by 250 miles of shoreline
and, therefore, has a particularly fragile eco-system. We share
this eco-system with over two million tourists each year. Visitors
are drawn to Door County because of its rural charm and natural
beauty. Preserving our open spaces not only helps keep our
community balance sheets in the black; it also is good for our
environment and our tourist-dependent economy!
Looking ahead…

It is time to discard the old notion that our open landscapes
must be converted to other uses to ensure economic stability. In
fact, just the opposite is true. Protection of our farms, forest and
conservation areas should not be looked at as precluding other
more lucrative options. It may actually be protection against
more expensive ones. It is time that we factor in all the benefits
of open space to do our best and wisest land use planning.
As you pass an open field or woodland, say “thank you!” It’s keep-
ing property taxes down for all of us.

Most people agree that our quality of life, the health of our
environment, and our tourist economy benefit greatly from
undeveloped lands and open spaces. However, it is less gener-
ally understood that open space improves a community’s fiscal
situation as well.
Frequently asked questions

“What about preserved land that is tax-exempt? Doesn’t
taking land off the tax rolls cost us more in taxes?”

First of all, most preserved land in Door County remains on
the tax rolls or it participates in the PILOT (Payment in Lieu of
Taxes) program. For instance, the DNR must, by law, make
payments to each taxing jurisdiction that are equivalent to or
greater than the taxes that would have been collected from
private owners. The Door County Land Trust, like other non-
profit organizations, is not required by law to make tax pay-
ments, but often voluntarily participates in the PILOT program.
However, even if a piece of property is removed from the tax

rolls and no taxes are paid, in most cases it is still lowering
your taxes. Consider this. A parcel of land can be used as a
preserve or it can go to some other use. Preserving the land
and taking it off the tax rolls will lower the tax base and,
considered as an isolated act, will probably result in a tax
increase for you and other residents. However, the increase
you’ll pay is almost certainly lower than what you would
have paid if the land had been residentially developed and
required services. If the choice for a piece of land is be-
tween (1) preserving it and removing it from the tax rolls,
and (2) developing it as residential property, a community’s
taxpayers are almost always better off with the preserve. If
open space is left on the tax rolls or is used agriculturally,
the resulting benefit is even greater.

“Can the ratios in this study be applied equally to
every piece of property within a category?”

Although a general class of land use may be associated
with a net fiscal benefit or loss, individual pieces of property
may have an impact that can be significantly different from
the overall averages. However, this study echoes others
done around the state and nation to show that, on average,
the land categories studied have the reported fiscal effects.

“Does this study imply that all development is bad?”
No. COCS studies do not attempt to calculate all the

costs and benefits of different types of development. They
also do not suggest that a community should follow a
particular growth strategy. They do, however, provide a
community with a baseline of information about the fiscal
effects of different types of land use as studied at one
particular time. They are intended to generate discussion
and provide a larger picture to land use planning decisions.

State.  Information learned at Crossroads will be dissemi-
nated throughout Wisconsin and beyond. Door County high
school students are involved in testing the efficacy of these
systems while creating an awareness of new and innovative
ways of properly handling our wastewater needs. Cross-
roads also provides laboratory space and equipment for the
research team from the University of Wisconsin/Oshkosh
each summer, where they test beach water while also
looking for non-point source causes of water pollution.

Thank you to Coggin Herringa, the staff of volunteers at
Crossroads and the businesses that make this all possible.

~JMV

CROSSROADS
(cont. from page five)
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If you’re not already a member,
please consider joining DCEC
today. Help preserve the quality
of the peninsula we love for now
and for generations to come.
Thank You.

My Door County
Water in 10 years?

Not If You Can Help It!

[Ed. Note: visit http://www.vote-smart.org if you don’t vote in
Door County Just enter your zip code and they’ll display all of
your elected representatives with links to detailed fact sheets and
contact information about every one]
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It’s Time to Stand Up for Wind!
See Page One

...and, after you read this newsletter, please pass it along to a friend.

DCEC IS BLESSED by the news coverage we
receive from Door County’s media. From coverage of
our events to interviews and special guest appearances
by DCEC’s executive director Jerry Viste, we’ve been
provided the opportunity to get our educational
message out to the public and to provide valuable
input on issues that will be tomorrow’s news.

In this issue we’d like to thank all the radio
stations connected with doorcountydailynews.com and
especially it’s flagship station WBDK.

Thanks to station owner Roger Utnemeyer and
on-air
reporters
Karen
Klement
and Nick
Friemuth for
helping with
our efforts
to keep
Door
County
beautiful!DCEC Presenter Sarah Utley with

WBDK’s Karen Klement (r)

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Fish Creek WI 54212

Permit No. 15

THE DCEC ENDOWMENT FUND EXISTS to
fund the activities of the Door County Environmen-
tal Council far into the future.

Every year that the fund grows is one year
sooner that DCEC can devote our efforts exclusively
to protecting our county’s beautiful environment.

You can help this important fund grow even
faster by remembering DCEC in your estate. This
has become easier with the recent federal law
allowing donors to transfer IRA balances without
first paying federal income taxes on those amounts.
(Consult your financial advisor, please.)

So, whether you can contribute now or later,
please make a point of supporting the DCEC En-
dowment Fund.

Legacies, memorials and direct gifts are all
deeply appreciated. Please call, or have your advisor
call, Jerry Viste at (920) 743-6003 for further infor-
mation. Donate directly online at http://www.dcec-
wi.org the official website of DCEC.

The DCEC Endowment FundDCEC In The News


